
In 1999, Pope John Paul II came to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. He declared 

Our Lady of Guadalupe as Queen and Mother of America, and made December 12 a feast 

day throughout the American continent. 
 

Pope John Paul II has proclaimed Our Lady of Guadalupe as the Mother of all America, 

ȰÔÏ ÌÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÔÏ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÓÈÏÌÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÍÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍ ×ÉÔÈ 

ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ÈÏÐÅȢȱ 
 

When he looked at the image of Our lady of Guadalupe, the Pope said, "Our Lady is 

brilliantly seen in the mestizo countenance of this Image of Mary of Guadalupe who 

appeared at the beginning of the evangelization of the AmericÁÓȢȱ 

From the very beginning of St. Francis of Assisi Church there has been a devotion 

to our Blessed Mother. When the women of the church were challenged to raise 

funds for the beautiful west window, they did! And the image they chose was the 

image of Our Lady of GuadalupeɂPatroness of the Americas. 
 

We have sought her prayers and protection in times of national crisis and time of 

personal crisis. Our devotion continues today as we plead her intercession as we 

strive to fulfill our mission and ministries as a parish. 

Marian Devotion at St. Francis of Assisi Church 

FROM THE APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION  

ECCLESIA IN AMERICA OF THE HOLY FATHER JOHN PAUL II  

The appearance of Mary to the native Juan Diego on the 
hill of Tepeyac in 1531 had a decisive effect on evangelization. 
Its influence greatly overflows the boundaries of Mexico, 
spreading to the whole Continent. America, which historically 
has been, and still is, a melting-pot of peoples, has recognized 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÓÔÉÚÁ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ ÏÆ 4ÅÐÅÙÁÃȟ ȰÉÎ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ 
Mary of Guadalupe, an impressive example of a perfectly 
ÉÎÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÔÅÄ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ #ÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎ 
Central and South America, but in North America as well, 
the Virgin of Guadalupe is venerated as Queen of all America. 
 

With the passage of time, pastors and faithful alike have 
grown increasingly conscious of the role of the Virgin Mary 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ ȣ) ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ 
proposal of the Synod Fathers that the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Mother and Evangelizer of America, be 
celebrated throughout the continent on December 12. It is 
my heartfelt hope that she, whose intercession was  
responsible for strengthening the faith of the first disciples (cf. 
Jn 2:11), will by her maternal intercession guide the Church 
in America, obtaining the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as 
she once did for the early Church (cf. Acts 1:14), so that the 
new evangelization may yield a splendid flowering of  
Christian life.  

Lord Jesus, 

Teach us to love your Mother, Mary,  

as you loved her.  

Give us strength to proclaim  

your word with courage  

in the work of the new evangelization,  

so that the world may know new hope.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of    

America, pray for us! 



Renovation Plan 
Ò Enlarged area for grotto. 

Ò Enhanced entry using stone work  consistent 

with church architecture. 

Ò 7ÁÌÌ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÉÎÇ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ  *ÕÁÎ 

Diego. 

Ò Wall candle / flower holders. 

Ò 'ÒÏÔÔÏ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÉÓ Á ΨΨȱ ÂÙ ΦΦȱ ÍÏÓÁÉÃ ÏÆ 

the original image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Project Estimated Cost  
Renovation $ 29,000 
Contingency  $   4,000 
Architect Fee  $   2,800 
General Contractor Fee  $   3,600 
Mosaic $ 19,000 
 
Total $ 58,400 

Funding Status  
Current Marian Fund  $ 37,700 
Hispanic Community Commitment  $ 19,000 
 
Total $56, 700 
 
Remainder to be raised  $   1,700 

The Carved Statue of Mary will be placed in the 

niche at the NE entrance to the church (leading 

to McCarthy Hall and the school). This area will 

be renamed the Marian Entrance, and the 

painted statue of Mary will be moved into the 

school, providing a Marian entrance there, too.  

Over time we hope to create a Marian mural on 

the walls of this entrance.  The marble from the 

side altar will be used on the base (plinth) and 

frame for the mosaic. This entrance hearkens 

back to the Medieval cathedral tradition of   

portals (entrances) that were named by the 

art portrayed there. 
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